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Abstract

Current maps over the Internet basically for view only as recognised by Kraak and Brown (2001). However, in the paper we pay particular attention to the maps for analytical purposes. This kind of maps is likely based on a server-client architecture with database at the server end and maps display at client end. According to current Internet GIS development, two solutions are often adopted for the derivation of analytical maps. The first is server-side solution which is based on the server to perform all necessary process like modelling and visualisation. The second is client-side solution which relies on the client to perform all necessary process. However a better solution can be achieved by balancing these two existing solutions in terms of process efficiency and reduced traffic between server and client ends. In addition, some heavily derived maps can be shared between clients with common interests. These discussions will be illustrated with some examples from our experiments.
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