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Chapter Proposal

It is argued that providing maps on the Web and the different strategies required for Web Cartography has changed the genre of the communication of geographical information.  Web cartography is different and the portrayal methods and viewing conditions are different from using paper maps, including maps produced by CAD or DeskTop Publishing packages.  

Maps and geospatial information visualizations delivered via the World Wide Web require a different design and production approach to paper maps and screen maps produced by various packages.  The strategies that need to be applied to map generation, communication and display are still being developed, tested and improved.  But, what is the best design ‘format’ for Web maps and what considerations need to be made when setting out on a design and production process for Web maps?

This chapter addresses the new area of Web mapping and it addresses the questions: 

“Why are they different?

“What constitutes effective Web map design? and 

“By which criteria do they need to be evaluated?

The answers to these questions will be supported with extensive examples of both good and bad practice and links to design resources and guides will be provided.
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